[Family environment of the dependent elderly].
Dependency of an aged person, whatever its nature, places the subject in an infantile situation. The interaction of this new situation with the family background will create attitudes and dynamic forces that are apparently irrational and justify, as well as condition, the intervention of a third party. First steps in understanding what is observed can be made with reference to the pressure of the relationship which the patient implicitly exerts on his environment, and which seems to constitute the mainspring of the relationships and attitudes which progressively develop; these can feed a mechanism of increasing disability.